Approved For Release 2009/01/26 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000100140010-7

- > . . UL LD i I‘_ﬁ.Jv'})
* COUNTRY Pagt Dapmorsr : REPORT m,.%..S-X 1
{OPIC Uarnemchen Airfiald '
—— / e e
EVALUATION..._ b PLACE OBT OBTAiNEDJ
25X1
DATE OF CONTENT./
N
DATE OBTAINED .../ +DATE PREPARED 20 Decemher 1052
REFERENCES & s /
PAGES e e ENCLOSURES  (NO. & TYPE) e
REMARKS caee
3 This is UNEVALUATED Information|
1
25X1
“u:cir'f the neriod from 10 to 20 ovember 1952, there was no air activity at 25X1

Verneuchen airfield except on 12 lovember, when an I1-28 plane towing an air

sleeve was aloft. On 21 November, flyinz was practiced in the norning and, -

for a short tine, after nightfall. The reasons for this light air activity i
could not be determined. in the precedirg year with the 25X1
same weather conditions, flying had been practiced. On several days between

10 and 21 Movember, 36 IL-20s and UII~20s, 2 Li-2s and L Yak-lls were counted

at the field, while tie nunber of Po-2s continuously changed. :

the jet engines of I1-20 planes staticned at the field 25X1

were baing exchanged at rezular intervals during the reported per%t:dg Viork
started on the easternnmost plares and progressed toward the west.

On 11 Yevember, it was observed for the first tine that the aircraft at the
f£i01d were beins completely covered with tarpaulins which were fastened by
ribbons under %he wings and fuselages. It was not observed that the planes
were noored.

luring the roported periocd, the compasses of IL-20 planes were being Coupene

sated and their weapons viere bemg zeroed in, | 25X1
| |sefore firing, the pilot locked into a box, about & x 20 o5x1
which was about L0, cu in front of his eyes. . Defore the first shot was fired, the
plane wasg ddjuated- a pilet officer who continuously looked into the box giving

the pertinent orders, hen the lateral adjustment was conpleted, a2 man pushed

the tarset up or down depending on the orders he received, After the shot was

fired, the pun was loaded autonatically and the noise of this operation was dige=
'bmct‘!y he,ard The cartridge case fell dowm and was caught by a man who dropped

it into a wooden box. It was 2.8 to 3 on in diameter, had an estimated length

of 10 cm and a smooth surfece. It appeared that the nose guns were of larger

caliber than the tail puns. Ghile the tail zuns were being adjusted, it was

observed that the carty idge case had & bottle-lile shane, about 2 cm in diameter

at the bottom and 15 ~m in diameter at the neck.
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-air activity was observed on 13 Noverber,
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The spotlights which were previously located in the eastorn approach
lanc in the extension of the runway were shifted tothe extension
strip of the bourdary lishts on the southern edse of the runway.
Pecontly, ome groun of four red lamps 2 reters apart was erected both
at the eastern anc western ends of the runvays the first lamps were
located at the northern and sonthern edres of the mirviay respectively
at & right angle to the runway. ' :

Faulty leveling cavsed rain water to collect to a depth of about L0 em
in the eastorn section of the northern tauiiay, scutheast of the last
hardetands. In order to drain this spct  a drainace pipe, 336 neters
longz, was laid which carried the water to a deeper sectinn in the
southuestern direction, ‘

A tebal of 40 fuel tanks, includine 36 with a capacity of 21,8 cubic
rieters cach and 12 with 24,2 cubic mebers each were installed in the

wdersround fuel dunp prior to 21 November. ©F these tonls 2l vere
provided vith covers. | | the tarzet date for

fil}.f“.ng the installation which was fixed eon 15 December 1952 will be
net. . :

On 6 Novenber, six 78~ guns arrived at the field. Between 10 and

21 November, these juns were emplaced in a circle south of the eastern
cenmecgim; lane between the runway and the southern taxiway next to the
ferce,

Cn 10 and 11 Novermber, there was no air activity at the field. Tt
rained, and the visibility was poor. In %he morning ol 12 Movenber,
flyiny was nracticed at the field, An TL-20 rlane iLewing an air

slecve was observed aloft and, ab the sarme tire, the firing with ajir-
cralt weapons was heard, The last landing was made ab 2:30 pom. Mo

najntenance vork was being dore on an T1~28 plane
The ceclmit and powor plants of the plane were coversd
with tarpaulins. !lo,air activity was obsorved at tle field on 1y, 15,
16, and 19 Vovenber, ’

Te construction project at .erneuchon airfield. ferrerlv called Object
2 3L, was ro-dosiznoted Object Mo 35, this chance
was deersed in order to elimirate any TImiication of The military charace.
ter of the congstructicn rroject, The wark ferce at the constructier.
site was increased to 700 ten by micd-lovember,

In mid-"cvenbe , work was covpleted on about 10 vercent of the shrapnel.
proef aircralt revetments alonc the neorthern taxiway, beginning at its
castern end, Only one of these revetrents was Filled with earth so far,
“ork had to be dicontinued as the convever belt was eut of operation..
Alter 19 levember, 60 Loviet soldiers were obsorved working there for

5 to 6 hours ver cday. '
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™o Pussians [ixed the tar et date for the completion of construction
viorl: at the field as 15 Decerber 1952, Since the target date hod
previously been postpored several itimes it wes still doubted :hether

the new target date would be lkept. fccording to the Drandenburg Dau~
union, the delay of wvork could be explained by the fact that the work
force verked tosether for “oo long a peried; thws creating many pere
sornel connections between the supervisers and the laborors, Construc~
tion Cuperintendent Utiepemann (fnu) in .erneuchen, vho was particu-
larly suspicuous in this rospect, was refuscd erploynent by the Russians
at other construction sites., In mid-lovember, ‘nzinecr Hschricht (fru)
of *he Zauwunion Drandenbury was transferred to erneuchen in order to
accelerate worl: there, It :as repeatedly observed thav Tittelwitz (fau),
chief of the Sub-surface Sonstruction “ection I of the Irandenburg Baa-
union wient to Jcrneuchen to inspect werk there because the Dawnion
feared the reactien of the "ussians if the target date was not kep.
In nid-loverer, nost of the workers were gngazed in construcition werk
on the shraprel-proof aireralt revetments,©

Jetween 17 and 20 Yoverber, nc air activity was observed at the field,
m the morning of 21 Movember, there was alr activity by jet bombers,
between 1i:50 and  7:30 p.n., three I1-20s nracticed taking off and
landing at the field. DIuring the larding, the jet bombers switched on

tiro landing lights fitted at their power plants.. llo air sctivity was

L3%

chserved between 6:30 and 9 a.m. on 72 Tovenber,

‘n 17 "overber betireen 10 a.ni. ard noon andé on 20 Yevember betueen 9
and 11:70 a.m., one IL-28@ nlanc each was obse;;ved at the gun firing
rit. Firing was practiced with rachire guns.© -

|

railroad

tank cars arrived at the f£iel¢ from Riesa 'larbex

On 16 Toverber, three boxcars with empty bomb containers were shunted
fren the airfield to ernenchen railroad station, from vhere the cars
uere digpatched to Juckau.

Fuel containers which arrived at the field included 2 on 11 lovember,

G on 13 Voverber and 2 on 17 Yevenber. They were unlcaded neaxz %
the i eaaaline durp in the northern section of the field,
next to

an a{lf‘;itior_al e containers wore to be irstalle
the 0.0 fuel durm.t

Up to 22 November, 12 fuel containers each were irstalled in pits TII
ang IV of the rew Inel dump in the southeastern section of the field,
Thus, a total of Ii{ contairers were in the new fuel dump en 22 Movember,
& cortairer with water for fire firhting purposes was irstalled betwzen
frel nits T and IT and between pits IT7 ! the enur track

and IV and

respoctively. These containers had a concrete cover wih measured 5.3 x

3.3 x 2.5 neters, with a nanhole protected by a reef. The walls vere

25 on thick at the boltom and 15 cm at the top. The fleeor ceasisted’

of a coneredte layor 20 cm thick., Tt was rumored that the fuel nits

wers e be covered witt a layer of corcretoe. ‘
a fuael tani. with tiic name of the menuracturing Iima Wiich

road Drauercimaschineniabril falle.
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Lil-the adreraft were service able, thoi i ]
Llthe aire E oir oil container Lein:- fi
vt 120 liters of oil, ' weg filted

“s* cooi{‘?_r‘;: 1i.q11ﬁ.d vwas dramn of £, The aircraft vere ret equinnped
with a full set of tools. Adrecraft anc ensine cowlinzss were B
missing. eantms were fitled an all the n'zmos >p€:(D:ié11 cquipment
wan il:,r or the aircraft excent for cenerators, and ATshChO and —
Groe clocks.  The radin traremit ting set of type P83 and radip
-1 and PP e 4 sra 1 fr
=10 vere ¢ antlad fy Jp9-{he 25x1

recelvirg sots of tymas T
nlanes
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sorrent, Mo change was observed in the occeupation of .er-

neuchen airfield. The number of 36 I1-20 an’ 1'I1~20 planes
observed at the harcdstands agrees with the »reviously reportad
aireraflt strength of the two bomber regirents. The little air
activityr can probobly be exnlaired b the had weather.

It is pessible that, because
5 >

of an exchiange of porsonndl, there was meve orimary training,
vhich had to be discontinued curing bad weather,

Sorment. It was previously reported that, dnring the last

N

taird of Cotober, the Jet engines of about 20 IL-20s were exchan~ed,
According te the prescent report, this netivits: was continued in
‘evenber. It is unlmovn whether this werk was nerformed by the 0ATDs
of the recirents or by wor!: details of an 27D, "{ferts have been
initiated to determine vhether the same meamres are taken at other
bonber airfields. The corpensating of aircraft compasses and the
zeroinrg; in ol aijrcrafli weapons is cormrected with the excharce of the
jet enyines,

=]

PYre-
gerce ol ar aiming device, the present report claims the presenicof
suchk a device and rives its estimated size,. i

Comrmont.  This informatinon arrces with a nrevious staterent

to whid: the tail veapon has a smaller calibver than
the mese weapon,  Yrom the description of the cartricdre cases it is
inferred that the nose weapons have a cnliber of 23 mm and the tail-
weapons a caliber of 20 rm. According to previous reports, the nces
anc. tail woapens have a caliber of 23 rm,

vorment,  Tho fuel dwp in the southeastern section of the

vield aas a canecity of abont 1 nillior liters. ™e ol¢ dup on the
rertlrastorn side of e field is teins erxlzﬁed so that the two dumps
i1l have a total capacity of 2 million liters,

5, Cozment, The AL battories vw-re beins exchanred at lernecuchen

airfield as was observed at othcr airficlds in Fast Jermany, llerneuchen
airfield is helieved to he cccupied by three heavy and two licht AL
batteries vhich are cmnlaced in the northvestorn and southeastern sec—
tions of the Meld,

6, vorrent, irom the present status of worl on the shrannel-proof

aircrait revetrents alons the northern taxivar it is in“erred that the
tar-at date of commletion fixed on 18 December 19252 will not be met,

‘\.;D.':l‘ ent. laundry Jwas turned in by

rievbers ol Ynit |assipned to an OAT3 of the

two bondor resivents in  lerneuchen.

Sorent., o tenbers of Ghe eorrission are reovorbed feor the rirst
T0. cag repertet radic sets arc orlmeve vith resard to their tomes
wrpeses, e notes must date bhacl: rather far as ne Pe-fs were
stationetG ot .erreuchen airfield alter il 10%1,

e fev ey T
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